Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting held in the Church Room, Grindale at 7pm on Monday 13th May 2024
Present: 7 electors, 6 parish councillors, ERY Councillors Bowtell and Dealtry and Parish Clerk
Richard Jackson, Parish Council Chairman chaired the meeting
Apologies for absence R & J Atkinson, H Bingley
Minutes of the previous APM held Monday 17th May 2023 were circulated and read, all agreed that these be signed as a true record
Matters Arising
There were no matters arising. 

Parish Council Report 
Councillor Jackson reported that the Parish Council had met on 3 occasions and had made comments on 5 planning applications.  The churchyard has continued to be cut by Tom Jackson on a personal level as it is not a parish council responsibility. The Church Room has gone and the Parish Council have met at the Skydive Club, tonight’s meeting is being held in the Church for the first time as it is the only communal building within the village. 

Role of the Church within the Community
Councillor Jackson reported that the Church is at a crossroads, in that it is down to 2 services a month, there is an ageing congregation, and it is unknown if services will be able to continue in the longer term.  It is considered that changes need to be made so it can be used for the benefit of the community, the issue of toilets and lack of running water is a major obstacle.  Residents commented that the removal of some of the pews and installation of services could create a usable community space for groups however there was concern that it would still not be used and was it worth spending this money.  Money may be available for the works from the sale of the church room.
Councillor Jackson reported that 16th June is the 150th Anniversary of the Church and he suggested that a coffee morning is held before the service with the village invited, it may be possible to gauge the level of interest for regular pop in events.

Those present took a vote on a proposal to request that the church move forward with the installation of water and services and removal of pews to create a community space.  This was supported unanimously.  

Any other business
The verges around the village need to be cut, ERYC will be asked to pursue this as a matter of urgency.  Concern was expressed regarding vehicles speeding within the 30mph zone especially down the hill into the village.  Councillor Dealtry commented that sadly the criteria for speed limit action was based on numbers of injury accidents, and Grindale was considered low risk. It was suggested that the Parish Council could request ERYC approve a 20mph zone and this will be put on the next agenda.  Concern was also received that the central white lines are faded on all the roads into the village, this will be reported.  A suggestion was received that a new bench needed installing at the Mere.


