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MINUTES OF THE GRINDALE ANNUAL PARISH MEETING HELD IN THE CHURCH ROOM GRINDALE ON WEDNESDAY 25TH MAY 2016 AT 7.40 PM

PRESENT:  8 electors.
APOLOGIES:  There were no apologies.

MINUTES:  The minutes of the previous A.P.M. held on the 28th May 2015 were read and all agreed that these be signed as a true record. 

MATTERS ARISING:  Publication of minutes  The Parish Council Clerk confirmed that under recent legislation, the minutes of parish council meetings (including draft minutes) are required to be published on the Parish Council website.
PARISH COUNCIL CLERK/RFO’S REPORT:  The Clerk/RFO reported as follows:
Administration  i)  The Parish Council approved revised Standing Orders in June 2015.

ii)  The Transparency Code became law in 2015 placing new requirements on smaller authorities like Grindale, with annual turnover not exceeding £25,000.  These include having to publish certain information on a website, which is publicly accessible free of charge.  Accordingly, a parish council website is being constructed hosted by the East Riding of Yorkshire Council but with information loaded by the Parish Council Clerk/RFO.  This is due to go live very shortly to ensure the Parish Council complies with the publication requirements for this year’s audit.  Details will be placed on the notice board. The Clerk/RFO has attended a training course about the Transparency Code.  The Council has also applied for and received a government grant for the purchase of a computer and printer/scanner via ERNLLCA.

Finance  A precept of £1000, the same as the last two years was set for 2016/2017.

The accounts for 2015/2016 were approved at the Council’s AGM prior to this meeting.  Copies are available and will be viewable on the website shortly.

Pit Site  As agreed, a notice had been placed on the village notice board inviting tenders for the 364 day grazing licence for the Pit Site.  Just one tender had been received, from Mr R Garbutt, in the sum of £100.  The grazing licence was duly issued to Mr Garbutt, who will use the land to graze sheep as previously.

Planning   Two applications have been considered i) 15/01548/PLF Argham Fields Free Range Egg Unit, erection of an egg unit and associated feed bins and hardstanding – Permission granted  ii) 15/02199/PLF 5 Front Street, alterations and extension to form a granny annexe – Permission granted

Maintenance  The Chairman and Clerk accompanied ERYC officers on a village walkabout to identify issues for the Village Taskforce.  A small number of issues were dealt with by the Taskforce, some others went forward to a schedule of works and were completed later in the year, however, it was evident that lack of funding is now greatly restricting what can be done.  Unfortunately, nothing could be done about the hand rails near 1 and 3 Front Street except to add some hazard warning tape to each end.

Safety  The ERYC had been contacted regarding restrictions to sight lines at the road junction near North Argham Cottage.  Officers had spoken to the occupant, who  removed and cut back branches in the leylandii hedge.

Over the winter months, the Parish Council had pressed highways with regard to the flooding at the junction of Gosling Slack and the Burton Fleming Road, which appeared to be as a result of a blockage in the drain there.  Eventually the Council operatives attended in early March and the drain was cleared.

CHURCH ROOM MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE REPORT:  Mr R Atkinson reported.  Funds currently held amounted to £332.18.  The charges for hiring the room for recent elections and the upcoming referendum have offered a welcome boost to income. Work on the heating, including wiring checks and replacement units are ongoing.
HEDGE-CUTTING:  Mr R Fletcher expressed a concern with the amount of trimmings left on some of the roads in the parish following hedge-cutting in the spring.  Others agreed that these trimmings had risked potential damage to vehicles and cycles, especially to tyres.  Dog walkers, too, spoke of having to avoid the roads to prevent injury to their pets.  Whilst everyone understood the need for hedge management, it was agreed that some farmers needed to make better efforts to clean up afterwards.  The Parish Clerk was, accordingly, instructed to write a circular letter to all farmers in the parish advising of the concerns raised at the Annual Parish Meeting and requesting that in future roads be swept and left safe following hedge-cutting.
ANY OTHER BUSINESS  The Parish Clerk drew attention to a notice received from ERYC publicising council tax reductions available to those who are disabled or caring for a disabled person.
There being no further business, the Chairman declared the meeting closed at 8.35 pm.

Signed  ………………………………..








Chairman

