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MEETING OF GRINDALE PARISH COUNCIL HELD IN THE CHURCH ROOM GRINDALE ON THURSDAY 18th JULY 2019 AT 7.30PM

PRESENT:  Cllrs D W Atkinson, B Atkinson, R A Atkinson, R Fletcher, R Jackson, 
and Mrs H Bingley(Clerk/RFO)

DECLARATIONS OF ACCEPTANCE OF OFFICE were duly signed by Cllrs R A Atkinson and R Jackson
APOLOGIES:  None
DECLARATIONS OF PECUNIARY OR NON-PECUNIARY INTERESTS:  None
MINUTES:  The minutes of the meeting held on the 17th December 2018 were approved and signed as a true record. 
MATTERS  ARISING:  :  a)  Fibre Broadband – BT had offered a ballpark figure of almost £350,000 for updating to fibre, which included some 41 premises and resulted in a cost of nearly £8,500 for each, which was clearly prohibitive.  A number of properties have now achieved faster broadband, obtaining a signal from the mast at the Dotterell.  Whilst this is not currently possible for properties in the lower part of Grindale, a company called ‘Boundless’ will consider siting a relay device on a barn at the top of the village to beam the signal from the Dotterell to properties lower in the village, but first require 12 expressions of interest.

b)  Planning Application 18/01593/PLF (Argham Fields) Now approved.
FUTURE ARRANGEMENTS FOLLOWING RETIREMENT OF CLERK/RFO:
Following discussions at the previous meeting, the ERYC had been approached for advice and their response had been circulated.  Regarding the vacancy for a Clerk/RFO, this suggested that if no-one was able to take on the role voluntarily, the best option might be to see if “an adjacent clerk from a neighbouring parish is interested in taking on the role on an hourly rate based on the annual requirements of the role”.  Approaches had been made to the Clerks of Boynton and Burton Fleming Parish Councils.  Mrs Sandra Morrison, (Boynton) had responded that she might be willing to take on the role on this basis, indicating a requirement of payment for 2½ hours work each week. (c £1250 per annum).  She is willing to meet the Council to discuss this further if required. No response had been received from the Burton Fleming Clerk.
Regarding other options going forward, for instance joining up with another Council, or reducing the number of councillors, it would be necessary to produce a community governance petition for submission to the ERYC, defining the area for review and specifying the recommendations which the petitioners wished the review to consider.  To be valid, this would need to be signed by at least 37.5% of the people in the parish.
During the ensuing discussion, Cllr R Fletcher offered his excuses and left the meeting for a prior engagement.

Councillors discussed the possibility of joining with another Council.  Mrs Morrison had advised that Boynton might be willing to join with Grindale as they, too, were currently unable to fill all their councillor vacancies.  Whilst this might reduce the impact of the overall Precept increase, there was a general reluctance for this course of action.
It was finally decided that an Open Meeting for residents of the parish be called to explain the position and options available and to give them an opportunity to express their preferences.  This would also serve to publicise the vacancies for Councillors and may encourage new people to put themselves forward.  Date of Open Meeting Thursday 12th September at 7.30pm.
ANY OTHER BUSINESS:  The Clerk circulated the June 2019 Bridlington Update of the Humberside Police Parish/Town News Release.

Service Level 1 Footway Lighting Maintenance  ERYC have advised that the charge for this will increase by 2% for 2020-21; the first increase since 2014-2015.
Maintenance  There was concern that the potholes identified for repair in the ‘Village walkabout’ back in May were still awaiting attention.  The Clerk to pursue this with the ERYC.  Concern was also expressed regarding the lack of cutting of grass verges near road junctions in and around the parish, which is considered to be unsafe.  The Clerk to contact ERYC to ask for urgent action.
There being no further business, the chairman declared the meeting closed.
                                                    Signed ………………………..    (Chairman)


