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MEETING OF GRINDALE PARISH COUNCIL HELD IN THE CHURCH ROOM GRINDALE ON WEDNESDAY 18th SEPTEMBER 2019 AT 7.30PM

PRESENT:  Cllrs D W Atkinson, B Atkinson, R A Atkinson, R Jackson,  and 

Mrs HBingley (Clerk/RFO)

APOLOGIES:  Apologies received from Ward Councillor Dean Dealtry
DECLARATIONS OF PECUNIARY OR NON-PECUNIARY INTERESTS:  None
MINUTES:  The minutes of the meeting held on the 18th July 2019 were approved and signed as a true record. 
MATTERS  ARISING:  :  a) Broadband – Boundless have received the required number of expressions of interest to pursue this matter further.  Potential customers have been advised that testing to establish the viability of beaming the signal from the Dotterell mast via a relay device at Grange Farm to properties lower in the village would be taking place on the 22nd August.  Further advices are still awaited.
FUTURE OF THE PARISH COUNCIL:
a)  Minutes of the Open Meeting of electors of the parish called to discuss the Councillor vacancies and options following the retirement of the Clerk/RFO had been circulated.  These were approved by all present and signed by the Chairman as a true record.

At the Open Meeting, Ms Helen Hall had offered her services as Councillor, and both Mrs Sharon Shepherdson and Mrs Sarah Silverwood had offered to serve as a voluntary Clerk/RFO and, if required as Councillor.  
Following further thought and discussions with both Mrs Shepherdson and Mrs Silverwood, and with their agreement, the retiring Clerk/RFO suggested that the Clerk/RFO positions be separated, with Mrs Silverwood taking on the Clerk duties, and Mrs Shepherdson the RFO duties, and with Ms Hall and Mrs Shepherdson filling the Councillor vacancies. 

In response to a query from Cllr Jackson, Mrs Bingley gave an outline of the duties of each role.

b)  Co-option.  Cllr Jackson proposed, seconded by Cllr R A Atkinson and all agreed that Ms Helen Hall and Mrs Sharon Shepherdson be co-opted as Parish Councillors

c)  Appointment of Voluntary Clerk.  Cllr R A Atkinson proposed, Cllr B M Atkinson seconded and all agreed that Mrs Sarah Silverwood be appointed as Clerk on a voluntary basis.
d)  Appointment of RFO.  Cllr Jackson proposed, Cllr R A Atkinson seconded and all agreed that Mrs Sharon Shepherdson be appointed as RFO.

It was noted that separating the Clerk/RFO positions necessitated an amendment to the Council’s Standing Orders and it was agreed that these be checked through, with suggested updates and brought to the next meeting for full review.

e)  Amendment of Bank Account Signatories.  Cllr R A Atkinson proposed the following amendments to the Bank signatories:
Mrs Heather Bingley to be removed,

Mrs Sharon Shepherdson to be added

Mrs Sarah Silverwood to be added

Cllr B M Atkinson seconded this proposal and it was agreed unanimously.  Mrs Bingley to obtain the necessary forms from the bank and pass to Mrs Shepherdson for completion
ANY OTHER BUSINESS:   Further to the discussions at the Open Meeting regarding future community events for the village, e.g. the 75th Anniversary of VE day, Cllr Jackson enquired how best the parish council might be involved.  Mrs Bingley suggested that consideration could be given to establishing a Parish Council Social Events Sub-Committee, or similar, on to which other interested residents might be co-opted to offer support.  To be considered further at a future meeting.
There being no further business, the chairman declared the meeting closed.
                                                    Signed ………………………..    (Chairman)


